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The debut of Shakespeare's work at Redeemer College: a scene from the fall mainstage production of Pericles, Prince of Tyre. 
Reviews from three different perspectives can be found on the Muse page. 


Redeemer College Measures Up 


The Maclean’s Ratings 


by Dan Reilly 

Every November for the past four years, 
Maclean's magazine has published a 
ranking of Canada’s univeristies. 
Redeemer, judged a “religious” institu- 
tion, has been excluded from this 
ranking. 

This year Maclean's included a 
summary of the raw data that was used 
to construct the ranking. Universities 
had asked for this change so the real 
differences between institutions would 
be clearer. Since all the facts were now 
on the table, it was possible for the first 
time to concretely place Redeemer in the 
ranking (thanks to Gil Langerak, Marian 
Ryks-Szelekoszky, Christine Vermeer, 
Marlene Power, and Richard Wikkerink 
for some of the statistics). 

Redeemer joined eighteen other 
institutions in the “primarily under- 
graduate” institutional category. 
Maclean's evaluation procedure was 
followed (see the November 14 issue) 
except that the reputational evaluation 
category was dropped (Maclean's 
surveyed over one thousand people to 
determine rankings in this category). 

Accompanying this article, you will 
find the overall ranking and summaries 
of the data for all the institutions in each 
evaluation category (except Medical/ 
Science Grants). Included in the overall 
ranking chart is the overall point score 
for each institution (calculated by 
summing the weighted rankings in each 
category). 


In the Student Body category 
Redeemer ranked about middle. Our 
policy of admitting all eligible students 
and placing those with poor academic 
standing on probation may have pulled 
down the Incoming Average ranking. 
Yet the Proportion of Incoming Students 
with Seventy-Five Percent or Better 
ranking was good, reflecting the overall 
academic quality of students that 
Redeemer attracts. An average number 
of our second-year students go on to 
graduate, dispelling the myth that 
Redeemer suffers from an unusually 
high transfer and drop out-rate. The final 
parameter used to judge the student body 
is the Percentage Students Winning 
National Awards and here we placed 
first. While this may reflect the fact that 
we have a small 
student body over 
which to spread 
awards granted at 
every institution, 
we still have 
reason to be proud 
of our achieve- 
ments as students 
of Redeemer. 

As expected, 
Redeemer did 
very well in the 
Classes category, 
ranking second 
and fourth in the 
two parameters 
measuring average 
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class sizes. In the Percentage of First 
Year Classes Taught by Tenured Faculty 
our reliance on sessional and part-time 
faculty (necessary to offer a broad 
course selection with a small full-time 
faculty) pulled Redeemer’s ranking to 
about middle. 

In the Faculty category Redeemer 
was once again in about the middle. A 
good Percentage of Faculty With PhD 
ranking was pulled down by a poor 
showing in the categories measuring 
national grants. Most institutions 
(including Redeemer) do not have any 
faculty who have received national 
awards, hence the huge tie for seventh 
place in this category. Dr. Morbey is the 
only Redeemer professor with a current 
Social Sciences and Humanities Re- 
search Council grant (the college 
receives other funding from SSHRC but 


You're the Architect 


What would you do with the structures on Redeemer's 
CAMPUS if you had an unlimited budget and a team of 
creative geniuses behind you? MODIFY thoge little 
things that bother you about the present facilities, 
DESIGN a new art gallery or sports complex, ADD 
another faculty building at the other end of campus, 
pick up and MOVE the whole place to another city, 
RENOVATE the outsides of buildings with a certain 
architectural period in mind? SUBMIT an article for 
next issue’on the CROWN disk by January 18, 1995. 


it is not designated for a certain profes- 
sor). Redeemer doesn’t even qualify for 
grants from the National Science and 
Engineering Research Council. Dr 
Wytse van Dijk does have a NSERC 
grant, but it is through McMaster 

[t is in the Finances category that 
Redeemer ranks highest. Redeemer has 
more money in its operating budget (per 
full-time equivalent student) than any 
other institution in our category. So 
much for the public system having more 
money than we do. Perhaps the problem 
is that Redeemer faces similar fixed 
costs to the larger institutions yet has 
fewer students over whom these costs 
are spread. The administration’s pro 
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I've been paying more attention to my 
health lately. I haven't necessarily 
improved it, but at least I’ve been 
paying attention. 

I’m not a great one for physical 
fitness. I used to play volleyball in high 
school, believe it or not, but sports was 
the first thing to drop off my activity list 
when I came to Redeemer. I went to 
aerobics class faithfully during my first 
year, but ever since then it always 
conflicts with a class or my choir 
practice. I had high hopes that Phys. Ed. 
101 would get me started on a regimen 
of weight-training and cardio-vascular 
activity, but once I no longer had to 
work out to get a good mark in the class, 
my motivation fell off sharply. 

I also have trouble when it comes to 
eating. When I was living in a dorm I 
was always assured of at least one meal 
aday. But I frequently didn’t have the 
time or the patience to get myself 
breakfast or lunch. It’s surprising how 
quickly one gets used to being perpetu- 
ally hungry. 

Sleep is another problem. I work 
best at night, when it’s quiet and I’m not 
distracted by people or classes or good 
programs on television. I can get more 
done during the four hours between 
eleven and three than during eight hours 
of daylight--provided I drink enough 
coffee . . . which brings me to another 
point. 

Seeing as I’m marrying into a good 
Dutch family soon, I thought I should 
make an effort to be more sociable and 
teach myself to drink coffee. The only 
way | could get it down at first was to 
drink a one-third coffee, one-third 
cream, one-third sugar mixture. Now 
I’ve become somewhat fond of this 
concoction. Add to that the fact that I 
was already a chocolate and Coca-Cola 
addict, and I find myself consuming an 
alarming amount of caffeine. 

Being young, I’ve tended to take my 
health for granted. I deprive my body of 
food, sleep and exercise, pump it full of 
drugs, and expect it to keep functioning 
at an acceptable level. Young people 
tend to be short sighted that way. 
Getting mono last summer made me 
realize that I can't burn the candle at 
both end perpetually and not have to pay 
for it at some point. 

So this year I decided to make some 
changes. I’m living in an apartment and 
cooking for myself, so I have better 
control over what I buy and eat. I make 
sure that I get lots of fruit and vegeta- 
bles, and my guilt forces me to eat them, 
because if I don’t they'll rot and go to 
waste. My mother, who struggles with a 
chronic illness and is very careful about 
what she eats, has me on multi-vitamins 
and Vitamin C. (She also recommends 
high doses of garlic when you feel a cold 
coming on--I tried it this week, and 
though I still got sick, it’s been a very 
mild case.) 

I’ve joined two intramural teams so 
far this year, so I’m getting to the gym at 
least once a week. I’m seriously think- 
ing about joining the martial arts group 
starting here next semester--I need the 
discipline of a class to keep me commit- 
ted to an activity. My first-year friend 
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COMMENTARY, EDITORIAL OPINION & RESPONSE 


THe Best Way 
to Do Papers! 


Ben VanArragon, who used to take judo, 
tells me that this kind of training has lots 
of benefits, including building muscles 
and improving circulation. Jui-jitsu, 
which is what they're planning to teach, 
is a self-defense oriented art, which also 
appeals to me, since I am a small female 
person and thinking of living in Toronto 
next year, And I've always wanted to 
put "Black belt" next to "Cross-stiching" 
in the list of hobbies on my resume. 

Writing this editorial has made me 
think twice about how much caffeine 
I’m ingesting. I don’t know if I’m going 
to eliminate it entirely, but I think I'll 
keep a closer eye on my intake. 

And you know, even though it may 
take more time to cook and exercise and 
sleep, it will probably be worth it in the 
end. Because I seem to remember from 
Phys. Ed. 101 that when you’re healthier 
you experience less stress. And I could 
certainly afford to cut back on that.¥* 
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Dear Editor, 

I wanted to write to you in regards to last 
month's centre page concerning co-ed 
dorms. I want to say that I find it disturbing 
that you would even make it an issue (if it 
was intended to be an issue) as I would 
expect such a topic running rampant in the 
halls of public universities. Perhaps you 
were just looking for a hot debate to keep 
idle lips humming and if that is the case, I 
find your motives exceeding lower limits 
than the topic itself. I am attending a 
Christian college with the goal of graduating 
with not only a degree but also with the 
strength and courage with which to arm 
myself for future spiritual warfare. It is one 
thing to discuss, but it is another to 
blantantly consider issues that were never 
meant to be entertained by the Christian 
mind. I do not wish to be faced with such 
secular decisions within a Christian institu- 
tion, as it warrants no room for it either. 
Please weigh your words and articles more 
carefully next time. You have nothing to 
lose but the uncommitted reader. 

Carla Groen 


‘The CROWN is printed by New Concept 
Printers in Toronto, Ont. 


The CROWN 
c/o Redeemer College 
777 Highway #53, East 
Ancaster, ON 
LOK 1J4 
(905) 648-2131 ext. 279 
erewhon!crown@maccs.dess.memaster.ca 


The CROWN is published 12 times per 
academic year. It is funded by advertising and 
by the students of Redeemer College. You 
may contact the editor by calling 304-1235, 


Assistant Editorial: 


New Every Morning 


by Diana Mostert 

My summer employer is a seventy-nine 
young gentleman whom I love very dearly 
named Henry J. Sissons. I have worked 
for him for the past four summers and have 
gotten to know him not only as a great 
employer but also as a wonderful friend. 

Henry and I have had many interesting 
conversations about the way our lives have 
turned and the experiences we have had; . 
his to be sure are more numerous than 
mine, but sometimes we hit on the same 
type of experiences, each from our own 
time. 

During the years, I have come to know 
Henry in a very personal way as the two.of 
us work together on most of the projects 
around the property, such as pruning the 
spruce trees, landscaping the pond, 
mowing the grass, building additional 
porches and all kinds of little odds and 
ends. 

Sometimes Henry asks me question 
about the things that I firmly believe in and 
he marvels. 

Henry was brought up by a Quaker 
mother and to him religion or Christianity 
was an internal thing, an individual belief 
in God. I was never quite sure if that was a 
heart conviction of the real need for a 
Saviour, or if Jesus Christ was that 
personal Saviour. 

This summer I asked him quite 
directly about this and he responded by 
saying that I had taught him a lot about a 
deeper meaning of Christianity than he had 
known in his childhood. He marveled at 
the way in which I had included God and 
my Christianity into all the things that I 
did. I tried to show him that Christianity is 
an all encompassing thing; it is a whole life 
framework in which a Christian lives not 
Justa set of morals, values and traditions. 

[| asked both Henry and his wife to 
once again open their Bible and to ask 
themselves if they would consider taking 
on a new life--to take Jesus as their 
Saviour. It was new to them and it made 
them think about the way they had lived 
their life and how they would continue it. 
It was exciting for me to tell Henry about 
my faith and I wished that I had said more 
about it earlier. I want Henry and his wife 
to with me at the feet of Jesus! I know that 
I cannot do it alone, but I thank God that 
He gave me the courage to say what I did 
to Henry. 

And I was afraid to say anything 
because I thought that I would lose the 
relationship that I had had before. But I 
prayed for the words and the strength and 
for the Holy Spirit to work in their hearts. 
Our friendship has grown with this new 
connection and I am very excited about it! 
I pray that they will be convicted and made 
new, made new every morning.* 


Letters to the editor may be mailed to the 
preceding address, mailed on campus via 
Redeemer’s inter-campus mail system 
(ICM), submitted under the door of the 
CROWN office, room 251, or e-mailed 
locally to crown, Advertising rates 
available upon request, 

Letters should be no longer than 200 
words, may be edited for brevity and 
clarity, and will be printed as space permits. 
No anonymous submissions will be 
published, Submissions for the next issue 
must be received by: Wednesday, January 
30, at 6 p.m. 

The CROWN is published by students, 
but is dedicated to the entire Redeemer 
College Community. 


The following people are CROWN staff members, A staff member is someone who has contributed to three or more issues of the CROWN, 
*Mike Brinkman, Brad Cuzen, Mar Harsevoort, Jane Hogeterp, Alicia Keesman, Karen Rodenburg, Nancy VanArragon, Valerie 
VanderBerg, Linda Van Spengen, Mike Zwiep* 
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? Letters to the Editor continued from Page 3 ? 


Dear Editor, 

In response to David Van Minnen’s 
Letter to the Editor (CROWN, November 
25, 1994), I was somewhat surprised to 
read “how [homosexuals] stood in the 
midst of fellow Christians only to hear a 
barrage of limp-wristed fag and queer 
jokes! Or talk of how these fags deserve 
the punishment that they are getting in 
their bodies! Of couse this is true, very 
true...” [italics mine] Although Van 
Minnen may be expressing his concerns 
regarding the social impact of a homo- 
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claimed commitment to 
students is certainly supported 
by our excellent rankings in 
the Percentage of Operating 
Budget Devoted to Scholar- 
ships and Bursaries and 
Percentage Devoted to Student 
Services ategories. 

Our library gets a very 
mixed ranking. In terms of 
Print Volumes per Student our 
library ranked in the middle. 
For the size of the college our 
library size is average. The 
percentage of the operating 
bud get devoted to library 
services ranked last. To 
approach the middle of the 
ranking we would need to 
double spending on the library. 
The little money the library 
does get is well spent, as 
evidenced by our excellent 
Acquisitions ranking. 

By Maclean's standards 
we have an average student 
body and faculty, excellent 
classes and finances, and an 
average-sized library spending 
wisely despite being horribly 
underfunded. Food for thought 
and maybe an incentive to 
make some changes (read: the 
library needs more money!).¥ 
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Van Minnen also appears rather 
quick to speak in sin-and-punishment 
terms and, although he may not intend to 
do so, a spirit of condemnation threatens 
to haunt his very words. Personally, I 
am sore afraid to say anyone deserves 
the ravaging effects of AIDS--as if there 
were a simple, one-to-one correlation 
betwen sin and punishment! What of 
heterosexual AIDS victims or infants 
born with the virus? I believe the New 
Testament ushers us into a sense of 
justice considerably deeper than the Old 
Testament “eye for an eye, tooth for a 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STUDENT BODY 


Development and Growth 
Through Years on Campus 


by Dave Tigchelaar 

I guess being a senior student qualifies me 
somewhat for a discussion on the effect of 
dorm life on personal growth. Looking 
back on my four years in the dorm, I can 
see a number of areas in which living with 
a group of guys has contributed to the 
development of my personality. 

My first year allowed me to explore 
my rebellious nature. Living with a bunch 
of first year guys would bring out the 
deviant nature in anyone. With the excuse 
of “I just wanted to try it once” at my 
ready disposal, I set out on my villainous 
ways. With a group of eight guys at my 
back, or probably more likely in front of 
me, we did things like spiking the soup in 
the cafeteria, or setting off three hundred 
firecrakers in the middle of the night in 
somebody’s bedroom. The consequence to 
the latter raid was a week of living in a 
dorm that reeked of rotten eggs. 

These times were a chance to bond 
like Real Men. We stood as a dorm and 
we fell as a dorm--like all good comrades 
should. The bonds that formed through 
experiences such as these made memories 
that we look back on and laugh about now 
that we are old, and have succumbed to the 
image of the mature Redeemer student. 

Trying to put into words how life in 
the dorm has contributed to personality 


o-ed 


by Shawn de Raaf 

When reading the CROWN’s centrespread 
on co-ed living at Redeemer, I was bothered 
by the fact that so many arguments against 
it centred around the issue of sexuality. 
Apparently, the first thing that came to most 
peoples’ minds was the temptation factor: 
like dancing, it supposedly leads to sex. I 
appreciated the articles written by Melody 
Gresik--who currently lives in a co-ed resi- 
dence--and Tim Zuidema--who 
humourously described the frustrations that 
females can have with some male habits--as 
they focused on how co-ed residences can 
aggravate the differences between the two 
genders. 

Living in a residence for the first time 
this year, I have come to realize that the 
current campus set-up is as close to co-ed 
residency as possible without calling it co- 
ed. Unlike most Christian universities or 
Bible colleges, Redeemer has not segre- 
gated male and female residences in differ- 
ent areas of the campus. As a result, male 
dorms such as mine are surrounded by fe- 
male dorms, with only a very thin wall 
separating us from them. 

I have never lived in such close prox- 


growth is difficult. Growth is a process not 
really approached with deliberate intent; it 
sneaks up on you. I look back at my years 
in the dorm and say, “what a great time, 
but boy I did some stupid things.” I 
wouldn’t do anything different, except 
maybe a few more wild and crazy stunts. 
Dorm life offers a great opportunity to 
explore the devious and adventurous side 
of our nature. It also allows for the 
opportunity for real spiritual growth. 

Going to college is often the first time 
that you are away from home and the first 
time you get to explore those things that 
make up your self. It is time to either stand 
or fall on your own. Getting out of the 
house forces you to make your spirituality 
a personal thing, rather than a extension of 
the beliefs of your parents. This does not 
occur in the first week of school but 
develops, and continues to develop. 

Dorm life provides a great platform in 
which one can create a personality which 
is both personal and in the image of Christ. 
Living with a group of guys who are 
experiencing some of the same struggles 
and challenges has helped me in the 
process of seeing who I am. This includes 
both good things and the many flaws. 
Dorm life has helped me to define and to 
add to those things that make up the 
character of Dave Tigchelaar.¥ 
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imity with females who are not members 
of my own family. They are visiting all of 
the time, sharing a meal, borrowing items 
from the kitchen, or using our TV. I can’t 
walk freely around our dorm scantily clad, 
for fear of being seen by one of these 
“guests.” Not that this bothers me all that 
much, because I have come to realize that 
living in a residence does not entail much 
privacy. 

I don’t think that I would want Re- 
deemer to be any more co-ed than it al- 
ready is. Besides the novelty factor, co-ed 
residency would probably not be preferable 
to either gender, Besides, I don’t think that 
the present set-up could accommodate it all 
that well, either. Shared washrooms would 
be a real difficulty, thin walls don’t allow 
much privacy, and the cleaning schedule 
would be a source of great frustration (how 
many females would want to clean Dorm 
187). 

What’s the point, anyways? Aren’t 
we learning enough about each other under 
the current situation? Any more would be 
an exercise in matrimony, and that is not 
something which I will be willing to un- 
dergo until I am good and ready ¥ 


Student Profile: 


Michelle Kolar 


by Alison Gresik 

Most students focus on finishing their 
university education before going out into 
the world to follow their callings. But 
Michelle Kolar, a first-year student, seems 
to be doing both at once. She has spent a 
semester here, hoping to pursue a degree 
in psychology or sociology, but she’ll be 
spending her winter semester in Eastern 
Europe and Russia, singing with a 
missions group called Jubilance Singers 
and Orchestra. 

The decision to go wasn’t easy for 
Michelle. She was asked to join the tour 
back in the summer, but was almost afraid 
to pray about it, because she was excited 
about going to university and hoped that 
God wouldn’t call her away from that. 
However, events kept developing in such 
a way that she knew she had to seriously 
consider Jubilance. She had been plan- ' 
ning to attend a school in California on a 
music scholarship, but there were funding 
difficulties and she wasn’t able to go. 

Michelle made a final decision in 
August to leave with Jubilance for their 
fall tour beginning in September. How- 
ever, because of lack of finances, the tour 
was post-poned until January, and 
Michelle found herself with four months 
on her hands. Although Redeemer hadn't 
been her first choice, it now seemed the 
best option for one semester, especially 
since it was close to her hometown of 
Oshawa. 

Michelle has been on two mission 
trips before, once with a group called 
Celebrant Singers, based in California, 
and once before with Jubilance. Both of 
those stints were during the summer, so 
this upcoming trip from January to June is 
her longest yet. She will be travelling 
with twenty vocalists and instrumental- 
ists, performing a range of Christian 
music from classical to contemporary. A 
service usually includes two personal 


testimonies given by team members as 
well as music, and concludes with a 
salvation message from a pastor with the 
group. An interpreter translates the 
spoken sections and gives a loose para- 
phrase of the lyrics of songs before they 
are performed. 

Although she doesn’t come from a 
musical family, Michelle had mentor 
when she was younger who made quite an 
impression on her. A missionary on 
furlough from Africa who sang and 
played guitar stayed with her family for 
two years, and during that time she got 
Michelle hooked on music. They would 
write songs together from Bible verses 
and perform them at church. “She even 
had red hair just like me!” says Michelle. 
Soon after her missionary friend went 
back to Africa, Michelle started to take 
singing lessons, and now she has her 
Grade Eight certificate. 

Redeemer College isn’t Michelle's 
first experience at post-secondary educa- 
tion. She spent last year at the Baptist 
Leadership Educuation College in 
Whitby, which offers a one-year Bible 
College program. 

Michelle has known all semester that 
she won’t be coming back to Redeemer in 
January, but she’s still somewhat sad 
about leaving. “I’ve just started to get 
settled and get to know people,” she said. 
She’s not sure about the future, as she’s 
been asked to join Jubilance’s fall tour to 
China next year, but she does intend to 
finish her university education at some 
point. 

Missions is a costly venture for 
Michelle, both financially and spiritually. 
She could really use our support through 
donations and through prayer during her 
upcoming trip. If you want more infor- 
mation, you can contact Michelle in Dorm 
13, but do it soon, because you won't see 
her smiling face come January!* 
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New Horizons, Late Night 


by Roberta DeGraaf 

On the weekend of November 25-26, 
you probably noticed several new people 
wandering through the halls. Perhaps 
you recognized the faces of several 
friends, or maybe you just felt sur- 
rounded by strangers. In actuality they, 
all eighty-six of them, were New 
Horizons people. 

Shawn Stovell and the VA? were 
responsible for organizing this amaz- 
ingly busy weekend. The activities 
included a tour of the campus, an 
academic fair, a ticket to Pericles, and 


the traditional Coffechouse. The New 
Horizon students were kept on their toes. 
By the time I met my group--I had the 
privilege of being the Fozzie group 
leader--bleary eyes and yawns were 
becoming noticeable. Some of these 
people admitted to getting up at 5:30 
a.m. in order to get to Redeemer for this 
amazing event. | didn’t have the heart 
to tell them that quite often I get up that 
carly in the morning in order to finish 
my paper due that day. 

But as night turned into the next 
morning, the Fozzie group were into 


their fifth cup of coffee, second batch of 
brownies, and fresh energy. So we 
started a sing along and kept the dorm 
up with rousing renditions of "Silent 
Night"--okay, actually it was "Majesty." 
By 2:30 a.m. we had finally convinced 
them that they really were tired and 
wanted sleep. 

We then welcomed two more 
strangers into our wonderful dorm; 
thankfully they were sleepy. By four I 
was finally getting ready for bed when 
security phoned to let me know that 
there were a bunch of people wanting to 
get into the dorm. So I opened the door 
only to find that the Fozzies were back 
and that they had grown. Have you ever 


tried to convince a group of caffeine- 
high people that you need your sleep and 
that they need their sleep? 

By eight o’clock the next morning I 
hit deep sleep but I heard from my 
roommate and fellow Fozzie leader that 
breakfast was great. I awoke at around 
two that afternoon in time to say good- 
bye to all the new friends I had made. 
As they left they were heard saying, 
“See you here next year,” and “I'll be 
back.” 

All things said and done, the 
evaluations of the weekend were glow- 
ing, it was a great weekend and a huge 
success, If you don’t believe me ask the 
new students you see here next year.* 
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SPIRITUAL AND DEVOTIONAL LIFE 


Feliz Navidad from Venezuala 


by Holidrid Oldreman 

Feliz Navidad. This means Merry 
Christmas in Spanish, which is what I 
am. My name is Holldrid, and | come 
from the country of Venezuela in South 
America. There is a lot of happiness in 
the country when it’s Christmas. There 
are a lot of parties and traditional songs 
called “Las Gaitas” and a lot of tradi- 
tional food such as the “Hayacas.” 
These are some of the many different 
things that most Canadians don’t experi- 
ence in Canada. 

When the month of December 
comes, these traditional songs, Las 
Gaitas, are played by every radio station 
throughout the month. Las Gaitas are all 
different songs, but most of them have 
the same rhythmical pattern. Some of 
the most popular instruments that are 
used in Las Gaitas are the drums and the 
electric guitar. 


During the month of December, 
many families will start cooking tradi- 
tional meals. One popular meal is the 
Hayacas, Hayacas look like a pizza 
pocket, but are rectangular in shape. 

The crust is made out of com flour and it 
is filled with pieces of roast beef, olives, 
ham, and some gravy. Some families 
may eat Hayacas at least once a meal for 
the whole month. However, the major- 
ity would first make a lot of Hayacas 
and then wait until Christmas Eve when 
neighbours would come to visit, or 
whenever there is a family reunion. 

As a child, one of my favourite parts 
of Christmas was to ask baby Jesus for 
my gifts. Unlike children in North 
American countries, Venezuelan kids 
rely more on Jesus rather than on Santa 
Claus. Children from all over the coun- 
try would go and talk about what the 
baby Jesus brought them the year before, 


and what they would like to get for the 
present year. Therefore, on Christmas 
Eve, children are ready to open and see 
their gifts. Since God gave this world a 
present, who was Jesus, parents then tell 
their children that God gives everybody 
presents, including Christ. This theory 
originated from the Catholic religion. 

Once the month of December is 
over, the kids still get more presents. 
The “Tres Reyes Magos” which mean 
the three wise men, in Spanish, also 
bring presents. It is believed the Tres 
Reyes Magos came awhile after Jesus 
was born. With their coming, the Tres 
Reyes Magos also brought presents for 
the baby Jesus, therefore it is believed 
by the kids, that the Tres Reyes Magos 
also bring presents for them. 

These are some of the things that we 
do in Venezuela. Once again, Feliz * 
Navidad !* 


Spiritual Events 


complied by Marianne Roubos 
A new prayer group has begun for 
students, staff, and faculty who have 
family members that are non-Chris- 
tians. Every Friday during activity 
period we will meet to share a time of 
support and prayer for loved ones. 


The spiritual retreat at Camp Shalom 
January 13 to 15, 1995 is a time to 
reflect, renew, and recommit our 
service and relationship to the Lord. 
The theme of the week-end will be 
seeking first the Kingdom of God by 
focusing on prayer and missions--one 
way in which we can serve God. The 
retreat will offer a variety of winter 
activities such as skating, tobogganing, 
and snow football. We will also enjoy 
night-ow] walks, and a talent show. 
Come on out for a great time of fun and 
fellowship! 

$25.00 for on-campus students 

$35.00 for off-campus students 

$40.00 for non-Redeemer students 


Xmas and Christmas: A ost Chapter from Herodotus 


by C.S. Lewis 

And beyond this there lies in the ocean, 
turned towards the west and north, the 
island of Niatirb which Hecataeus in- 
deed declares to be the same size and 
shape as Sicily, but it is larger, though in 
calling it triangular a man would not 
miss the mark. It is densely inhabited by 
men who wear clothes not very different 
from the other barbarians who occupy 
the north-western parts of Europe though 
they do not agree with them in language. 
These islanders, surpassing all the men 
of whom we know in patience and en- 
durance, use the following customs. 

In the middle of winter when fogs 
and rains most abound they have a great 
festival which they call Exmas, and for 
fifty days they prepare for it in the fash- 
ion I shall describe. First of all, every 
citizen is obliged to send to each of his 
friends and relations a square piece of 
hard paper stamped with a picture, 
which in their speech is called an 
Exmas-card. But the pictures represent 
birds sitting on branches, or trees with a 
dark green prickly leaf, or else men in 
such garments as the Niatirbians believe 
that their ancestors wore two hundred 
years ago riding in coaches such as their 
ancestors used, or houses with snow on 
their roofs. And the Niatirbians are un- 
willing to say what these pictures have 
to do with the festival, guarding (as | 
suppose) some sacred mystery. And 
because all men must send these cards 
the market-place is filled with the crowd 
of those buying them, so that there is 
great labour and weariness. 

But having bought as many as they 
suppose to be sufficient, they return to 
their houses and find there the like cards 
which others have sent to them. And 
when they find cards from any to whom 
they also have sent cards, they throw 
them away and give thanks to the gods 
that this labour at least is over for an- 
other year. But when they find cards 
from any to whom they have not sent, 
then they beat their breasts and wail and 
utter Curses against the sender, and, hay- 
ing sufficiently lamented their misfor- 
tune, they put on their boots again and 
go out into the fog and rain and buy a 
card for him also. And let this account 
suffice about Exmas-cards. 

They also send gifts to one another, 


suffering the same things about the gifts 
as about the cards, or even worse. For 
every citizen has to guess the value of 
the gift which every friend will send to 
him so that he may send one of equal 
value, whether he can afford it or not. 
And they buy as gifts for one another 
such things as no man ever bought for 
himself. For the sellers, understanding 
the custom, put forth all kinds of trump- 
ery, and whatever, being useless and 
ridiculous, they have been unable to sell 
throughout the year they now sell as an 
Exmas gift. And though the Niatirbians 
profess themselves to lack sufficient 
necessary things, such as metal, leather, 
wood and paper, yet an incredible quan- 
tity of these things is wasted every year, 
being made into the gifts. 

But during these fifty days the old- 
est, poorest and most miserable of the 
citizens put on false beards and red 
robes and walk about the market-place; 
being disguised (in my opinion) as 
Cronos, And the sellers of gifts no less 
than the purchasers become pale and 
weary, because of the crowds and the 
fog, so that any man who came into a 
Niatirbian city at this season would 
think some great public calamity had 
fallen on Niatirb. This fifty days of 
preparation is called in their barbarian 
speech the Exmas Rush. 

But when the day of the festival 
comes, then most of the citizens, being 
exhausted with the Rush, lie in bed till 
noon. But in the evening they eat five 
times as much supper as on other days 
and, crowning themselves with crowns 
of paper, they become intoxicated. And 
on the day after Exmas they are very 
grave, being internally disordered by the 
supper and the drinking and reckoning 
how much they have spent on gifts and 
on the wine. For wine is so dear among 
the Niatirbians that a man must swallow 
the worth of a talent before he is well 
intoxicated. 

Such, then, are their customs about 
the Exmas. But the few among the 
Niatirbians have also a festival, separate 
and to themselves, called Crissmas, 
which is on the same day as Exmas. 
And those who keep Crissmas, doing the 
opposite to the majority of the 
Niatirbians, rise early on that day with 
shining faces and go before sunrise to 


certain temples where they partake of a 
sacred feast. And in most of the temples 
they set out images of a fair woman with 
a new-bom Child on her knees and cer- 
tain animals and shepherds adoring the 
Child. (The reason of these images is 
given in a Certain sacred story which I 
know but do not repeat.) 

But I myself conversed with a priest 
in one of these temples and asked him 
why they kept Crissmas on the same day 
as Exmas; for it appeared to me incon- 
venient. But the priest replied, It is not 
lawful, O Stranger, for us to change the 
date of Crissmas, but would that Zeus 
would put it into the minds of the 
Niatirbians to keep Exmas at some other 
time or not to keep it at all. For Exmas 
and the Rush distract the minds even of 
the few from sacred things. And we in- 
deed are glad that men should make 
merry at Crissmas; but in Exmas there is 
no merriment left. And when I asked 
him why they endured the Rush, he re- 


plied, It is, O Stranger, a racker; using (as 


I suppose) the words of some oracle and 
speaking unintelligibly to me (for a 
racket is an instrument which the barbar- 
ians use in a game called fennis). 

But what Hecataeus says, that Exmas 
and Crissmas are the same, is not cred- 
ible. For first, the pictures which are 
stamped on the Exmas-cards have noth- 
ing to do with the sacred story which the 
priests tell about Crissmas. And sec- 
ondly, the most part of the Niatirbians, 
not believing the religion of the few, 
nevertheless send the gifts and cards and 
participate in the Rush and drink, wear- 
ing paper caps. But it is not likely that 
men, even being barbarians, should suffer 
so many and great things in honour of a 
god they do not believe in. And now, 
enough about Niatirb. 

From God in the Dock: Essays on Theol- 
ogy and Ethics, edited by Walter Hooper. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Wiliam B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 1990, pp. 301-303. 
Reproduced without permission of the 
publisher.¥ 


Redeemer Students Making A Difference 


by Henry DeKorte 

Redeemer College may have a fixed 
presence geographically, but its sphere of 
influence knows no bounds. No one 
knows this better than Sonya Vanderwerf. 
Sonya, a fourth year student at Redeemer, 
just spent her Reading Break in Montreal 
at the Seafarers’ Centre. This student- 
funded outreach to the merchant marine 
has been a part of her life for the past four 
years. While always being a part of the 
Redeemer contingent, for the past three 
years she has organized and introduced 
students to a side of life most people 
seldom see. 

A seaman’s life has great appeal to a 
youngster who romanticizes about the 
future and its new horizons. It can be a 
great job, to be sure, but the reality of life 
on the seas includes a tale of hardship and 
frequent loneliness, in which the greatest 
hope of the month is often the next port 
the ship will visit. 

The crews of the enormous super- 
tankers and other vessels have real needs, 
of which genuine friendship and a sense 
of home must certainly rank near the top. 
Sonya and her team make their biannual 


trek to Montreal and reach out to these 
men by sharing with them the love of 
God. 

The Seafarers’ Centre is very appre- 
ciative of their efforts, and recognizes the 
impact Redeemer Students have made 
upon the men. Their ministry is effective, 
because when real need is met with 
sincere and honest love, wonderful things 
happen. And so we hear testimonies 
about Christian sailors who get needed 
encouragement. We hear about unful- 
filled men finding peace and purpose 
through commitment to Jesus Christ. 
Throughout all this, Redeemer students 
find that they make their mark on the 
world because the men who work these 
ships take the love and sometimes new- 
found faith with them as they return to 
their home countries. 

[t took one vessel forty-two days to 
travel from China to Montreal. Imagine 
how refreshing it must have been for that 
crew to relax at the Seafarers’ Centre and 
to enjoy the meaningful interaction that 
Redeemer’s students provided. What a 
marvellous way to allow Christ in us, to 
show the world that God really cares.¥ 
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by Rear Admiral Lori Pegg 
Starfleet Archives P 
I should state my position right off 
the bat. Ilove Star Trek,andam — 
proud to call myself a Trekkie. Why? 
Well, let me see ifIcantell you. © 

When Star Trek: The Old Series 
(TOS) first aired, it was not popular. 
It was not until the series went into 
syndication that it developed a loyal 
following, and that following soon 
grew so large that movies were 
planned. It’s my belief that TOS 
became so popular because it offered 
a new vision for the future. Yes, 
space shows had been done before, 
but never with such a large scope of 
possibilities—other galaxies and 
millions of fantastical races. It was 
creative, imaginative, and different 
from any other television fare at the 


Ci2¢, PICARD, AND COYZid TO CFE 33iDGE! 


by Acting-Ensign Richard Tomlin but they wouldn’t pay thirty dollars to get into a conven- 
Far-Point Station tion (like the fans do). Over the years my interest in Trek 


What do these three personalities have in has fluctuated from loving it, to hating It, to liking it. The 
common? All three were at the opening show has bordered on SoapOpera-ism at times and 

night of the latest Star Trek flick, Star Trek: Action Thriller at others. At this point, I find myself 
Generations, I had been awaiting the open- asking what is next for Star Trek? I can’t get too excited 
ing night of this film for months (since the about Star Trek: Voyager, in fact I expect to be disappointed 
final episode of TNG in fact) and it was by that show, much as I was with Deep Space Nine. So 
finally here. Prof, Koyzis and myself many times the makers of TNG had the potential to do 
something big with the show, and they failed to. Iam 
afraid, Star Trek has gotten so caught up with political 
show us where we were supposed sit. After correctness, that they can't do anything exciting with the 
waiting twenty minutes or so, the lights show anymore. They can’t start a war with the Romulans 
dimmed .... And so it began . . . again. or Cardasians. They’ve already messed up any possibility 
Prof. Koyzis remarked after the show, “It of adecent Borg encounter. Maybe Picard can go out on 
deserved at least two stars” ina witty a limb and break the Prime Directive for once (oh wait . . 
political manner so as to tell us he wasn’t . he does that twice a week in re-runs, I forgot!). 

sure what he thought of the film. I agreed I’m afraid Star Trek is just about out of time. TNG 


stepped into the theatre to find a horde of 
Redeemer students waving their arms to 


attic bins: was a great show, and frankly the final episode of TNG cine: 
As inall Star Trek shows these days, the was about the best Trek I’ve ever seen. As for the movie Then came Stay Treks: The New 
special effects were incredible. The acting .. Generations, they have left a few areas open for explora- 


Generation (TING). It immediately had 


tion. Data now has emotions; Spiner’s got a ten percent 
chance of improving his character (and he might just do 
it). The NCC 1701D is toast; they either make a really 
cool starship or simply add a third warp-drive and a big 
gun (as in final episode of TNG). Kirk is dead; he can 
either stay dead or they will bring him back to get a last 
kiss (he didn’t get kissed in Generations). , 
All in all I have enjoyed Star Trek over the years, 
including the old series, and have been entertained by the 
movies, But unless the producers come up with some- 
thing really big, I’m afraid we might be doomed to Star 
Trek sarcasm and satire. 


. well... youknow how itis. The plot, 
however, lacked in a few areas mostly due a 
few inconsistencies with other shows 
(Klingon blood colour etc.). I must sympa- 
thize with the producers because it seems 
that the fans care more about this series 
than the producers do, I’m not saying that 
the producers don’t care about the series, 
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by Alison Gresik, that my dad and I shared. We saw The Voyage a 
Journalist, Starfleet Command Home and The Undiscovered Country together in an immense following, because it 
I’m not going to discuss the intellectual, philo- the movie theatre and loved them both. I can pero wire ofthe Mee qualities | 
sophical or even artistic significance of Star Trek. hardly remember a thing about the films—it was Soe -creity ae inapination-amg 
Those things don’t really interest me. To me the the connection with my dad that was important, re good script yd special 
yy social ramifications of Star Trek have always been a love for sci fi that we shared, and which the ore and more Lace 22a charac- 
yy paramount. It’s not something that I watch rest of my family didn’t really understand. F oF rn, Ig also included. (in babi 
Y alone. My first exposure to the series was when the past couple summers our local CBC televi- i hs, ae ae raed sresactingg 
7 our church had a party for the young people in sion station has shown Next Generation re-runs at és ie en bis 5° a loyal of 
y our pastor’s basement. This was back in the days ten o’clock, and we would often stay up alone oe iro in se babe 
Y when a VCR wasa rare possession—I think this watching them, drinking coke (which my mother tiie Deep Space Nine (DSS) 
ZY one was even a Beta machine. The film we saw frowned upon), not really saying much, just followed sata few years later, and 
Y Stay Treb TIT: he Seavchs or Seon enjoying doing something together. since the demise of TNG, has devel- 
7 __ was Star Trek III: the Seare for jpock. | was only : oped rapidly. 
7 about thirteen or so at the time, and though I was Then there s the Redeemer scene. I skipped Bie arte} 
Y) already hooked on science fiction at this age from out on some serious homework to watch the O way tsStay Teex popular: 7om 
7 my exposure to Isaac Asimov and Dune, I wasn’t premiere of TNG last season at the Rec Centre rr moe Lars So any voyage ang) 
y used to suspense, so this movie made quite an with dozens of other faithful. And I have fond aalea Falespe It inispace, Of 
y impression on me. I still remember sitting on the memories of a few dinner-hour sessions in ia OSE Non OF UR CHE Nae 
y cold floor and alternately hugging my knees and Apartment 103 with Paul and Jenn Brink. has sie <i AN lar. ‘Most p sople bays 
Y hiding my face when things got too intense, But Star Trek is not something I watch alone. Its at Sin ae to see et a be 
| the ambience in that basement, with those so- appeal for me comes from the sense of social peta a “Bie ay F 
7 phisticated young people from my church, most ritual and tradition that it has acquired asa me eriey able ae ee 
//__ of them in their twenties, became as much a part result of its specialized genr ¢, Its continuation as tk ne et bce he a 
Y of the experience as the movie itself. In short, I a series, and the way I watch it with people who 4 shige oe . rs for P ei m 6 ro 
y) lovad ie. mean something to me. : id Eee Rs zr t ce vad! Ma st time, 
7 I don’t remember when it happened, but Even now, I’m waiting until I go home for a ‘ a “F we hada eae its 
somehow after that Star Trek became a experience Christmas to see the new move, Generations. My DR PEA AAU a 
Y NilaadTHaven dete ponent and is always exploring his 
“ubUbEEEE om oundaries, Star Trek simply pushes" 
WY, / / ) - y 7 7 anny ao oe those boundaries to the furthest 
i. Aaaaad a tl Le limits of space. 
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by Lt. Commander Stephen Altena 

Chief Counsellor, U.S.S. Tolerant 

O.K., Iam not a big fan of Star Trek. When I was a kid, Iused to watch the original Star Trek 
because I loved those tacky, pseudo-1960’s, pre-disco costumes that some of those dreaded female 
aliens used to wear. Apart from the delightfully over-the-top costumes, and the cheesie odd-ball 
sets, the rest of the show was completely boring. I could never watch an entire show because it 
moved at such a deadening pace. 

When the Next Generation appeared several years ago, I tried to watch it, but the same thing 
happened; it was mega-boring. And there weren't the same excitingly mondo-bizarro costumes to 
be found either, which makes it double-mega-boring. 

I did manage to sit through the entire two hour final episode of the Next Generation, whichI 
found to be quite invigorating in a hyper-space kind of way. All of that time-tripping was so 
bizarre and downright silly. It was 
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worked remarkably well. But I YT 15 MY JOB 


was told that the shows from the To ge pigs 
regular series were not as overtly INTER, 
silly as the final show, so I guess 
there is no hope for me. 
But then this new Generations 


movie comes out, sol’m thinking 
that it might be somewhat interest- 


ing. But then I hear people saying 1; 2 tog 
that it's just another episode;  — an =, 
nothing really new happens, the WARP AINE, 
Enterprise continues to float on in ENGAGE. \ 
time and space. 

[ve been told that it's not 


much ofa movie. Like I said, it's 
more like a continuation of the 
series, which, as you know, I didn’t 
pay much attention to in the first 
place. Even though I haven’t seen 
the film, Iam right to surmise that 
the film does not exist on its own 
merit, but within its own Trekkie- 
microcosm; a film made exclu- 
sively for Star Trek fans every- 
where. 

Well, you can leave me out. If 
I’m going to see a movie, I’m going 
to see a real movie, with real 
characters that develop, not these characters who show up from a previous show who naturally 
assume their previous characterization, Familiarity breeds contempt. 

If the gods of Hollywood want to make a film to pander to the Trekkie audience, that’s fine 
with me, I’m just not going to see it. Unless, of course, it boasts some dizzyingly bizarre gold- 
sequined-alien mini-skirts and two-foot-high inter-galactic bee-hive hairdos. 


ARidcic ANCFROPOLOCY 
by Dr. Michelle ter Haar 


Chief Anthropologist, Starbase 122 

When I was a young child, Ithought that Star Trek was a horror show. I have terrifying 
memories of sitting in the family room with my mother watching Jim Kirk, Spock, Bones 
and the always-expendable crewman fighting a tunnelling blob-like creature. A few years ago 
Isaw that same episode again and enjoyed it thoroughly. I wonder why? 

Why is Star Trek so appealing to such a vast number of people? It is because the show 
combines a fascination with the question, “what is a human being?” with colourful imagina- 
tion and society’s love of technology. You see, Star Trek is really philosophical anthropol- 
ogy with cool uniforms. ’ 

Haven’t you ever noticed that through all of their many trials and tribulations, the crew 
of the Enterprise always end up so thankful that they are human? Of course, all other types 
of creatures are accepted and communicated with, in Human English, through the universal 
translator, but the Hurrah for humanity is quite prevalent (Poor Worf, this is blatant 
speciesism; it’s lucky that his adopted parents were humans, or he’d be left out). 

In the old Star Trek shows, with good old Captain Kirk, humans were always consid- 
ered barbaric, less-evolved creatures that had to apologize for their state and promise to 
progress. Maybe one day there will be a show where there will be a reunion with the Enter- 
prise crew and all the creatures that were promised a visit once humanity had progressed far 
enough. The Next Generation shows are more concerned with discovering what humans 
really are than with placing them on an evolutionary scale, 

On the other hand, Kirk and Picard are always defending the strength of the unpredict- 
able, emotional side of humans, the same aspect of humanity that so many “higher evolved” 
creatures criticize. Spock and Data, with their lack of emotions, are shown up time and 
time again by the risk-taking, intuitive captains who, time and time again save innocent 
people from total annihilation. 

You see, Star Trek is really a philosophy hour, I think that Redeemer’s Philosophy 
Department should offer a new course, Philosophy 122: Star Trek Anthropology as a core 
course, What do you think? 
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Disclaimer; This is just a student's opinion of the new Star Trek 
movie, not some desire to start a big debate. 

by Lt. Beth Avery 

Starfleet Academy 

I went to see the new Star Trek movie on opening night with my 
best friend. We sat with twenty-four other Redeemer students all 

in various stages of euphoria. Each one had her own motives for 
being there, Each one brought his own Star Trek baggage with 

him. I was there because I knew my best friend would enjoy seeing 
this movie with me, not because I was impressed with the previous 
sixmovies. They left me feeling rather depressed as they all 
contain a Hollywood ending, showing absolute no realism what 
so ever. My best friend commented 
that they were not supposed to, that 
they were just a form of escapism. 
Hog wash, I thought to myself. 

Then the movie started. Andto 
my surprise one of the main plots 
was about escapism. A quick recap 
for those who haven’t or don’t care 
to go see the movie—the Villain’s 
motivation was to fulfill his desire to 
return to the Nexus, this place of 
sublime individual paradise, which 
was contrasted with the hell that he 
now found himself living in. Or to 
put it more simply he wanted to 
escape his reality. As the Villain 
goes through various antics in order 
to return to the Nexus I was again 
and again brought to the realization 
that escaping reality was not as bad 
as I once had thought. Rather, the 
desire to escaping the conflicts and 
battles of life is a instinctive phe- 
nomena. 

God created a day of rest for 
all his creatures, so that they could 
_..,, not only set a day aside to praise 

/ their creator but to rest from the 
_” conflicts and battles that plague our 
existent-in other words, to escape 
from the routine that vexes us during the other six days of the 
week. 

So I guess that the drive of our movie’s Villain was not evil, 

just out of balance with the prescription of “doing everything in 
moderation” that Reformed Christian talk so much about. 
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SUiLD A MODERN LEGEND 
by Field Admiral Dan Reilly 
U.S.S. Diplomacy 
Start with a thoroughly popularist humanistic philosophy. Humanity 
can accomplish anything it puts its mind to. It can overcome its 
animal ancestry and achieve justice and utopia. There will be strug- 
gles but they can be overcome with intelligence, bravery, perseverence, 
anda littleluck. Above all else stress the right of every individual (or 
race of individuals) to self-determination. Call this sacred tenet 
something dramatic, like The Prime Directive. 

Adda set of characters whose outlook is built on this foundation. 
They should be human enough to be seen as friends yet a little beyond 
us. They should be the type of people any good caring humanist 
would like to be. Have continual interaction between these characters 
so that you feels like you might miss something important if you miss 
an episode. 

Send this group of characters off on exciting adventures on the 
frontier of human knowledge and exploration. Ensure they run into 
worlds strange enough to suprise and similar enough to teach those 
foundational morals about human existance. 

Keep your audience guessing. Kill a main character now and 
again, Play with stuff like time and the human mind. Engage the 
minds of all those young adults who like to think about questions 
like “can machines think” or “is there more than one universe existing 
with ours,” 

Pierre Berton once called Star Trek the modern legend. Space 
explorers have replaced the knights of ancient lore. Compassion, 
justice, and self-determination of codes of chivalry. I think he hit the 
nail on the head. 


MIN D 


INTERNOT TO 
INTERNET 


by Winston Neutel 

The Mind page here begins its 
exploration of the idea of the internet 
and what it means for academic 
scholarship and what it might mean to 
Redeemer. Thoughts from readers 
(especially questions which you would 
like to see answered) are welcome. 
Contact Winston Neutel, the editor of 
the Mind page, via ICM or e-mail 
(address: winston). 

Almost all North American univer- 
sities are now on the internet. This 
involves not just a phone call to 
exchange e-mail once every half hour, 
as we have here at Redeemer, but a 
continuous live connection to the 
network of computers exchanging data. 
In this type of environment, one could 
retrieve information stored on the hard 
disk of a university library computer in 
Australia without much more effort 
than is required to retrieve information 
off one’s own hard disk. The CROWN 
asked members of the Redeemer 
faculty what resources on the internet 
they thought might be valuable to their 
work and what they would like to see 
Redeemer do with an internet connec- 
tion someday, if one is acquired. 

Danie Strauss, professor of phi- 
losophy and director of the 
Dooyeweerd Centre, told the CROWN 
that when he was at the University of 
the Orange Free State in South Africa, 
he became used to having full internet 
access and used the internet connection 
a great deal for networking with other 
scholars, and to access the resources 
available on the internet at universities 
all over the world. He indicated that 
were Redeemer to get an internet site, 
then he would like to see the 


Dooyeweerd Centre make various 
writings on the topic of integral Chris- 
tian philosophy available via the 
internet. He even mused that it would 
be conceivable that some works of 
Dooyeweerd may be made available, if 
legal permissions could be sorted out. 
The Dooyeweerd Centre would be able 
to provide an electronic cache of 


information about a Christian approach . 


to doing philosophy. 

Meanwhile, over at the Pascal 
Centre, professor of biology, Jitse van 
der Meer responds to the CROWN’s 
query (via e-mail) this way: 

“The most important service 
internet can provide to faculty as well 
as to The Pascal Centre is the possibil- 
ity of browsing through libraries 
around the world and participating in 
electronic discussion groups. Espe- 
cially when there are limited resources 
for personal contact, internet makes it 
possible to stay in touch with develop- 
ments in one’s field. I have had the 
experience that I could use information 
received on e-mail in my lectures the 
same week. If and when the college 


gets internet, The Pascal Centre would - 


make available its computerized 
bibliographic database. It contains 
approximately twenty-five thousand 
entries that could be accessed globally. 
In fact, the Centre has tried to get a 
grant to purchase internet, but so far 
without success. A new grant applica- 
tion is currently being prepared.” 

Dr. van der Meer adds that he 
thinks it would be a good idea for the 
college to seek a corporate donation 
from a company in the business of 
computer network access.* 


Students Demand Higher Fines 


by Milton Kooistra 

The Mind page also begins in this issue 
a series of articles on issues surround- 
ing the Library. This commentary is 
written by Milton Kooistra, a student 
who works in the Library--WN 
Believe it or not, students are demand- 
ing higher fines for their overdue 
library books. You'd think that after 
paying tuition and residence costs for 
Redeemer, they'd feel that they've paid 
enough, but no! 

Fines are placed on overdue books 
as an incentive for the students to 
return the books. Since the students 
are returning the books late and there- 
fore getting fined, it is clear that the 
present fine per book per day is not 
enough. Each time the students 
complain, they really complain not 
about their fine, but that the incentive 
to return their books is not high 
enough. Perhaps they should suggest 
that the library double or even triple 
the fines. The higher the fine, the 
more incentive the students will have 
to return their books on time. 

Redeemer students are getting one 
of the best deals in regards to library 
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loans and overdue fines. Here is a list 
of things students should remember: 

* Redeemer allows you to take your 
books out for three weeks, while most 
university libraries allow only two 
week loan periods. 

* The overdue fine per book per day 
at Redeemer is $0.50. That is much 
cheaper than most other schools. 
Marlene Power asked around at the 
various Ontario university libraries and 
their fines are much higher. 

* The library does not get to reap the 
benefits from the fines. Instead, the 
money goes directly to the main office. 
* Most importantly, students can 
renew their books over the phone at 
Redeemer. Now, how difficult can 
that be? All you have to do is phone 
the friendly librarian at the circulation 
desk in the library and he/she (the 
majority are she's) will renew one or 
all of your books. 

So, no more sob stories since they 
are unnecessary and the more you 
complain, the more you give us the 
impression that you want higher fines 
to help you remember to return your 
books on time.¥ 


ACADEMIC THOUGHTS, WORDS & EVENTS 
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The Medium is the msgs 


by J. Doelman 
This column probably should have been in the last issue of the CROWN, which 
featured a discussion of Redeemer’s e-mail bulletin board; however, I told 
Winston that I needed two weeks to think about it before publishing it. Such a 
need frequently leaves me as a mere observer on the e-mail bulletin board, a 
medium that very much encourages quick and spontaneous thought. However, 
this has given me lots of time to observe the dynamics of e-mail and offer 

some of these observations here. 

1, E-mail clearly demonstrates the theory that no medium is neutral, that 
the medium always shapes and affects what is presented on it. Marshall 
McLuhan popularized this idea under the slogan “the medium is the message” 
back in the 1960s, and it has been more coherently and thoroughly explored by 
such philosophers as Walter Ong in Orality and Literacy (1982).' Print encour- 
ages a different sort of writing and thinking than writing by hand, and televi- 
sion brings about a different sort of film-making than the big screen of the 
movie theatre. 

2. E-mail is incredibly fast-paced and encourages the making of individual 
points rather than long and developed arguments. You cannot go back to 
previous lines to add or rewrite, and an overly long message is likely to get 
“flushed.” The result is the computer equivalent of television’s ten-second 
“sound-bite,” a fine example of a medium shaping the way people talk. 

There is also a temptation to respond to another message immediately, 
before the discussion moves on. This leads to lots of opinions on the message 
board, but at times a lack of knowledge or information. If e-mail is “a newspa- 
per for the nineties” it is more likely to be the “letters to the editor” section 
than anything else. A few academic bulletin boards are actually edited, which 
makes them into something closer to an electronic journal than the free- 
flowing discussion that we find on our bulletin board here. 

3. Is e-mail discussion then like any other group discussion, as in a class- 
room or around a cafeteria table? No. As some people noted last week in the 
CROWN, it is easier to criticize when you are not facing the person, and with 
e-mail we might sometimes forget the size of the audience receiving our 
message. It is a very public medium, but as we sit alone with our computers it 
may seem very private. The whole question of public/private has led to some 
legal questions concerning such things as the spreading of information about 
the Homolka trial on e-mail bulletin boards. 

E-mail bulletin boards are most different from live discussion in that a 
participant can remain silent and unnoticed for a long time, and then become 
involved when finally ready. 1 think that for many this is a very liberating 
experience. There is no fear of silence forcing people to become involved 
simply to keep the conversation going. 

4. Anumber of people in last week’s CROWN suggested that the e-mail 
bulletin board is a very democratic forum. An e-mail bulletin board does not 
allow any one person to dominate or direct discussion. A cafeteria-table 
discussion can be controlled by people interrupting, getting up and leaving, or 
non-verbal negative feedback. A classroom discussion invariably leaves the 
instructor in charge: he or she sets the agenda, directs the discussion and 
usually has the final word. The so-called “open forum” radio talk shows 
attempt to give the illusion of everyone having an equal voice, but the reality is 
that the host is firmly in control. As far I can see, such individual control is 
impossible on the bulletin board: “rck” (Chris Knowles) has the power to shut 
us all down, of course, but he wields this power very sparingly. 

In spite of all I have said in the preceding paragraph, I do not think that we 
should hail e-mail bulletin boards as a great equalizing force. The fact is that 
access to the medium itself is very limited: to use it one needs both expensive 
technology and computer skills. Anyone walking through Redeemer’s halls 
can pick up the CROWN and read it, but the e-mail bulletin board is exclusive. 
McLuhan suggested that technology would bring about a “global village”; to a 
certain extent he was right. E-mail links academics and business people 
around the world; however, this technological global village is a very stratified 
one. It encourages the forming of communities among people with similar 
educational backgrounds and interests. Am I more likely to “talk” through e- 
mail with other academics in the field of literature than with my real neigh- 
bours who are not on the “information highway”? Computer-based communi- 
cation is still very young, and it is going to change, and how it affects people’s 
ways of thinking and communicating will likely change as well. It took a 
couple of centuries for print to have its complete effect, and the same may be 
true of computer technology. However, many argue that the pace of change 
now is much greater, [If that is so it also increases the danger that in our race 
down the information highway we leave huge parts of society behind in the 
dust.* 


'See T. Plantinga’s column in the last issue of the CROWN. 
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Of Rainsticks and Apples and More 


by Wendy Baxter (Former Student) 
My story is full of grief and of woe. These 
grey seas, they have drowned me in deep 
misery. But from the seas came I to this 
port oh so fair, and ‘tis here that a 
maiden touched and calmed my soul. 

So goes the story of Pericles, Prince 
of Tyre, as taken from Paul Hogeterp’s 
original song. Pericles is one of Shake- 
speare’s later plays, chronologically right 
after Timon of Athens and right before 
Cymbeline. It is generally thought to be 
one of Shakespeare’s worst plays, a 
judgement based largely on the fact that 
he likely didn’t write the first two acts. 
His hand may not have been the only one 
writing the last three acts either. 

Given this less than sterling recom- 
mendation, I had my critical doubts upon 
hearing that this dubious play would be 
Redeemer’s fall main stage production. | 
was, however, pleasantly surprised. 
Credit should first (although not fore- 
most) be given to James de Boer for his 
difficult role in rewriting and editing the 
pastiche text. In this position, he did a 
commendable job that was echoed by the 
directing, acting and technical work. 

Technically, I found the set and the 
sensitive use of lighting very pleasing. 


The moveable set pieces did not become 
obtrusive, but were treated rather as 
characters themselves with respective 
roles to play. The authentic-seeming 
working mast was the quintessential 
maritime image. Props were well han- 
dled--from a smashed apple (which 
actually splattered the audience, it’s true, 
ask Dave Banga) to a bag of coins. 

Perhaps the best inclusion of all on 
the set were the “living set pieces”--the 
musicians. The group arranged by Paul 
Hogeterp was the life blood of the whole 
show. The spirit of the Celts was musi- 
cally infused through every scene. The 
musicians added music for dance and for 
narration, and they even added rain 
through the use of rainsticks.and drums. 
It could be wished, perhaps, that the 
musicians were more interactive charac- 
ters than musical set pieces. 

But the actors are to be commended 
above all. Veteran performers Clarissa 
der Nederlanden and Vaughn Gowling 
added comic relief and quick repartee in a 
cast of stereotyped characters. The 
stereotyping is not a judgment on my part 
so much as it is a deliberate act on the part 
of the playwright: the typical noble 


pursued prince driven and consumed by 
wickedness and by love lost and found; the 
beautiful, faithful queen, his wife, who 
would choose chastity because she thought 
her husband dead; the usual conniving, 
evil, and desperate villains; the loyal and 
steadfast steward of the King performing 
admirably in the King’s absence; and the 
stereotypical bawdy comic relief. 

Thus, as a result of these stereotypes, 
it would be easy as an actor to give a 
stereotypical performance. Yet insightful 
delivery by Sara Weber as Dionyza, Brad 
Cuzen as Cleon, and Rebecca Neutel as the 
angularly beautiful Lychorida saved the 
show from a possible colourless note. 

Surprise performances were turned in 
by Emily Dix and Scott Post who were 
welcome fresh faces. Benita Wolters and 
Stephen Altena were the informative and 
sprightly chorus who added their beautiful 
voices (Stephen Altena! We had no idea!) 
to the telling of the tale. A convincing part 
was also played by Allan Bick. Thanh 
Campbell and Michelle Aukema rounded 
out the cast nicely. Kudos also for the 
dance and battle choreography which made 
Pericles, Prince of Tyre a spectacle to be 
seen and greatly enjoyed.¥ 


A “Chalk Talk” Review of Pericles 


by Jim Krale 

Chalk Talk - noun; instructional 
diagraming on a chalkboard, marker 
board or similar surface, usually in 
reference to athletic training and/or 
performance. 

A great play! Events that come to 
mind upon hearing this description are 
numerous. Roberto Alomar’s diving 
snag of a fly ball behind first base (he 
plays second) during a crucial game of 
the 1993 World Series was a great play! 
An awesome goal produced by inspiring 
pass execution by members of the 
Royals hockey team, that’s a great play. 
A booming kill by one VanHuizen, 
previewed by a masterfully executed 
quick set by the other, now that’s a great 
play. 

From time to time, other teams at 
Redeemer College that perform on the 
stage, rather than the ice or the volley- 
ball court, suprise me with other great 
plays. Pericles is no exception. I say 
“suprises” because this reviewer is as 


uncultured as anyone at Redeemer so I 
seldom know what to expect from the 
more cultured individuals at the college 
such as those in the music and theatre 
departments. The play as executed by 
this particular team of obviously tal- 
ented students and alumni, as directed 
by Coach Louter was great. 

Joel Bootsma, as captain, showed 
the necessary qualities of leadership and 
mastery of the game in the title role. 
Vaughn Gowling displayed the versatil- 
ity of assistant captain as he aided 
Pericles as Helicanus and showed 
leadership ability of his own as Pander. 
Benita Wolters and Stephen Altena 
made great officials as they kept the 
game running smoothly. Other all-stars 
include Michelle Aukema whose rendi- 
tion of Marina’s song was an inspiring 
anthem for the event, and Sara Weber 
who gave the team goon an interesting 
“touch” of grace. As with any great 
team, there were a number of excellent 
support staff, trainers and coaches 


NYLONS NOT NEEDED TO 
MAKE A CAPPELLA GOLD 


by Jane Hogeterp 

Every seat of the Great Hall in Hamilton 
Place was filled on November 27 to 
witness A Cappella Gold, a celebration 
of a cappella music. Canada’s pride, 
The Nylons, were there and were billed 
as the event’s main attraction, but it was 
the talent and spirit of the other groups 
that made A Cappella Gold great. 

Each group performed a wide 
variety of a cappella numbers, ranging 
from the traditional to the very modern. 
Hamilton’s Bach Elgar Choir, who 
hosted the event, performed several 
songs, including a curious modern 


classical piece by Canadian composer R. 
Murray Schafer. Vox Nouveau, Bach 
Elgar’s youth choir, displayed its young, 
fresh talents with four pieces of various 
styles. The Overtones, a four-part 
ladies’ chorus who sang in the barber- 
shop tradition, were real crowd pleasers. 
With their flashy outfits, flamboyant 
conductor, and creative choreography, 
they sang sweet songs of love lost and 
love regained. The quartet from the 
Toronto cast of the musical Forever 
Plaid were also at A Cappella Gold. 
Clad in... well, plaid, they combined 


behind bench. 

As for this particular play itself, it 
accomplished for me many of the same 
things as the other plays I mentioned. It 
entertained me as all great plays do. It 
amused me. Many great plays are such 
because of the lighter moments in their 
execution. It provided a place for me to 
get lost in. Great plays of all kinds have 
a way of transporting me into the 
situations from which they arise. This 
play, however, also did something these 
other plays did not. The execution of 
Shakespeare’s Pericles by the Redeemer 
College Theatre squad affected me ina 
way that hasn’t happened often since the 
Leafs’ loss in the sixth 1993 Stanley Cup 
semi-final game with Los Angeles. It 
touched my heart and soul and brought a 
tear to my eye. 

To the cast and crew of the Pericles 
team—congratulations! Hours of 
dedicated practice, support, and training 
have developed into an excellent per- 
formance and another great play!* 


humour and pleasant harmony to enter- 
tain the audience. 

It was especially memorable to see 
Maureen Forrester, Canada’s star 
contralto, join the Bach Elgar Choir to 
sing a piece from the Rachmaninov 
Vespers. Jude Johnson, a Canadian solo 
artist, then came on stage and sang two 
numbers, She even got the audience 
involved in singing some jazzy a 
cappella. 

Enter The Nylons. This group, 
which is renowned for its dedication to a 
cappella style, seemed to break the spirit 


Arts Calendar 


December 7, 8:00 pm. - Choir Concert with members of the HPO. 

December 8, 8:00 pm - Opening of Look in, Look Out, our Exhibition of Student 
Artwork. The show will be up from December 8 to December 18. 

December 9, Activity Period - Student Music Recital. 


Out of the 
Mouths 
of Babes 


by Jordan K. Louter (age six) 

I saw stage fighting. The show itself was 
three hours long. Pericles had to fight 
five other men for his second choice of a 
wife. The first choice looked like she 
wanted to marry Pericles too. 

The show was wonderful. My Dad 
did a good job making it. They acted out 
Pericles’ dream of that if he stayed he 
would cause pain for many others. So he 
left on a ship, and while he was doing his 
quest he saw a country with many 
starving people. So he brought them 
corn. And then he went on. 

And as we were saying a little back in 
the story, when Pericles was fighting for 
his second wife, he won. And so they 
married and started going back to their 
country. She was pregnant and the baby 
was born below deck. Then Thaisa died, 
and got washed ashore and the magician 
made her come back to life. Pericles does 
not know that she is alive because he is in 
a different land. 

Then we had a break. 

Then Pericles found his baby when 
she was fourteen years old. Her name is 
Marina. And when they all went and 
prayed in the temple, there were a few 
ladies there, and one of them recognized 
Pericles. She said, “Are you Pericles?” 
“Yes,” said Pericles. And they hugged 
and kissed. And then they went back to 
their own country. And they lived 
happily ever after. 

And when Pericles was fighting for 
his second wife, he had nothing but a 
quarter staff and rusty armour. And still 
he won. He juggled some apples and 
threw them to the men, and they dropped 
their quarter staffs and he did a flip and 
grabbed his quarter staff and touched the 
last one with it. (They probably caught 
the apples partly because they were 
startled and partly because they were 
hungry from all the fighting.) That was 
one of my favourite parts. 

My two favourite parts were the 
combat scene and the end. My favourite 
actor was Prince Pericles because he was 
handsome and he could do such good 
things. I loved the Celtic music and 
dancing. I especially like the way Paul 
Hogeterp poked Pericles with his violin 
bow. 


of the evening. First of all, two of the 
songs they performed were accompanied 
by a music track with dubbed voices. 
The foursome then proceeded to use the 
concert as an opportunity to plug their 
new album. Sure, they were talented, 
but their rock and rollish presence was 
out of character with the rest of the 
concert. Perhaps The Nylons should 
have sat in the audience to see what a 
cappella really should be. They could 
have learned something from the genu- 
ine enthusiasm that was displayed by the 
other performers at A Cappella Gold. ¥ 
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SPORTS AND ACTIVE RECREATION 


Do Rules Promote Equality? 


by Jack Klooster 

By the time you read this, B.C. winning 
the Grey Cup will seem as though it 
happened weeks ago. The sight of Lui 
Passaglia booting the game winning 
field goal with no time left on the clock 
will always stand out as a remarkable 
achievement. The faked field goal 
earlier in the game remains an even 
greater memory. 

With the game over and done with, 
and all of the Canada vs. the U.S. hype 
somewhat settled down, we move into a 
major transition time in the CFL. With 
the prospects of adding more American 
teams to the league, one in Memphis, 
and possibly more in Oakland, New 
York, and Orlando, there must be some 
sort of equal resolution as to maintaining 
one equal set of rules. 

The American teams, as many of 
you know, have no requirements as to 
how many Canadian players must be on 
the field at one time. This creates an 
unfair advantage for the Canadian teams 
who must abide by a CFL rule that 
ensures that there are a certain number 
of Canadians on the field at one time. 

By no means am I saying that the 
American players are better than the 
Canadian players, but it gives the 
American players a great advantage 
when it comes time to replace an injured 


Half-time for Intramurals 


by Aaron Harnden 
This semester has been rather successful 
for intramurals. Softball, floor hockey, 
and volleyball were among the regular 
features. Also, along with the return of 
flag football and ping pong, we had the 
debut of golf. So far, between fifty to 
sixty percent of this year’s student body 
has been active. This is very high, but it 
could be higher. 

In a recent survey by Steve Kooy, it 


by Michael Carmody 

The screams echo far and wide. Pots and 
pans are smashed with extreme intensity. 
This can mean only one thing. Re- 
deemer has a volleyball team on the 
home court, and the fans are out in 
droves. 

Already this season, the Redeemer 
volleyball teams have seen incredible 
support, and the results on the court have 
shown that they truly appreciate it. From 
the results of the games, it also seems 
that the fans are the seventh player for 
the home squad. 

For example, when Humber came to 
Redeemer a short while ago for a match 
against the men’s varsity team, the 
stands were packed for the tussle. The 
banging of feet, the clapping of hands, 
and the cheers and hollers from the fans 
could be heard throughout the entire 
school. When the fans grew louder, the 
team played harder. The match went to 
five games, and the home team came out 
on top. To further the support, numerous 
fans streamed on the court and celebrated 
with the team. You have to wonder 
(without taking anything away from the 
team) how the team would have done in 
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player. If the Toronto Argonauts, for 
example, lost their starting receiver Paul 
Masotti, a Canadian, they would have to 
replace him with another Canadian, or 
replace him with an American, and 
replace an American player at another 
position with a Canadian player so that 
the on-field ratio is enforced. This will 
lead to line juggling, and perhaps one of 
the better American players will have to 
sit out because a Canadian player needs 
to take the field. 

1 am not suggesting that the league 
totally abolish the rule, but that they 
simply enforce it south of the border as 
well. Rules are created to promote 
equality among the teams. If there are a 
different set of rules for different teams, 
then problems are bound to arise. 

Could you imagine what would 
happen when the Toronto Raptors and 
Vancouver Grizzlies take to the NBA 
court next year, if the NBA created a 
rule that Canadian teams can’t play any 
players that are taller than six foot three? 
It would never happen in any other 
league but the CFL. 

I would like to finish this article by 
congratulating the 1994 Grey Cup 
Champion B.C. Lions, not only for a 
successful season, but for showing the 
league that there still is, and always 
should be, a “C” in CFL.¥ 


was found that most of those who do not 


participate, complain they don’t have the 


time. Forty-five minutes a week is 
minimal. It’s a good time to be active, 
be with friends, and have fun. It would 
be great to see participation on the rise 
next semester. We have indoor soccer, 
oakic ball, badminton, basketball, 
outdoor volleyball, and perhaps bowling 
and broomball to look forward to. See 
you there. * 


The Sport of Fans 


front of only a dozen quiet fans. 

The women’s varsity team has also 
seen support. On a Friday night (of all 
nights) a few weeks ago, the Lady 
Royals had a large group of supporters 
as well. The ladies' game was also 
exciting, going to five games. Although 
the game went to Lambton, the Royals 
kept the fans excited from start to finish. 

Men's club also got extreme fan 
support when they hosted a tournament 
last weekend. Hoots and hollers kept the 
team pumped, and Redeemer walked 
away with the win. 

What is it about this game that 
keeps the fans coming out in droves? 
The constant action? Perhaps it is the 
fact that, this year the Royals have once 
again put together a group of exciting, 
and competitive teams. Whatever it is, 
we like it. Congratulations, Redeemer, 
the support is awesome. Let’s continue 
to get behind our volleyball teams (and 
all teams for that matter), Keep your 
cye out for more varsity, and women’s 
club action in the Royal Dome. With 
this support, the Royals will stuff the 
competition!* 


Mer’s 

Lost 3-0 to Canadore 
Lost 3-2 to Sheridan 
Lost 3-0 to Humber 


Women’s Volleyball 

Lost 3-2 to Lambton 

Lost 3-1 to Centennial 

0 & 3 at Niagara Tournament 


Men's Basketball 
Lost 82-45 to Fleming 


Women’s Basketball 
Lost 80-64 to Senecca 
Lost 100-42 to Humber 
Lost 62-52 to Niagara 


Mens Club 
3 & 1 at Redeemer Tournament 


Women’s Club Volleyball 
3 & 1 at Redeemer Tournament 


CLUB IN THE HOUSE 


by Michael Carmody 

A new level of excitement has come to 
Redeemer Athletics. After years of 
intense planning and preparation, men's 
club volleyball has arrived. 

Coached by Kevin Fledderus, the 
men's club team is already under way 
and shaking up the league. With two 
tournaments under their belt, the guys 
have a record of four wins and four 
losses; however, the stress and pressure 
of club is heavy. 

At the first tournament of the year, 
the team travelled to Peterborough’s 
Eastern College with only seven players. 
After splitting their first two matches, 
tragedy fell upon the team. Yours truly 
went down early in the third match, 
which left the team with only six players. 
Then, halfway through the third match, 
Ralph “Boom Boom” Pot went down and 
the guys had to forfeit. 


With bitter memories of the 
Eastern tournament, Redeemer hosted 
its own little tourney. With all mem- 
bers present, the boys put in a solid 
effort and walked way with a three and 
one record. Many factors can be 
attributed to the excellent play (“Paul 
the Power” or “Cory the Mastermind”); 
many feel it was the assistant coach’s 
sassy attire that lifted the team to a new 
level. 

Seeing how well the team has 
played thus far, and knowing the high 
expectations they have, this reporter has 
no doubt that the lads will be in the race 
for the title right down to the end. 

So if you are wondering who is 
responsible for the new sense of excite- 
ment around the Athletics Department, 
look no further than the men's club 
volleyball team!* 


2 'tis the Season 
to be Giving © 


by Aaron Harnden 

Now that Christmas is approaching and a 
semester of Redeemer sports has passed 
by, it would be interesting to reflect on 
the past few months. 

Santa Clause, the great gift giver, 
could be no one else but all the Redeemer 
teams. The opposition awaits with 
anticipation for that moment to meet the 
Redeemer surprise. And what a surprise! 
After unwrapping the defense, there is 
often nothing but net. Goal upon goal, 
basket upon basket, Great Saint Nick 
hollers on Mohawk, on Seneca, on 
Niagara to Redeemer we go. 

Times have been tough for Redeemer 
sporting teams. It’s been a struggle to 
even buy a win. Men’s soccer and 
basketball never got one, while women’s 
soccer and basketball only won three 
between the two teams. Volleyball has 
shown signs of breaking from the sport- 
ing slump, but both teams have rode the 
wave of Santa’s sleigh, winning tough 
games and losing the easy ones. And let 
us not forget the generous hockey team. 
They've given out a fair number of wins 
for the other guys, as well. 

Redeemer has snowed upon Santa's 
party, however. Bob “Humber” Cratchett 
met up with Ebenezer Scrooge. The 
men’s soccer team out-hustled and played 
the second ranked Canadian team to a 1-1 
tic. The men’s volleyball team also beat 


up Humber’s volleyball pride. And 
how about the stingy play of Shane 
Barneveld. He was named top goalie in 
the Mohawk hockey showdown and 
also took soccer all-star honours, along 
with Justin Cook, Lisa Breukelman, and 
Cheryl Huizinga. 

Janine VanNoord was OCAA 
female athlete of the week and is near 
the top in women’s scoring. Ray 
Ouwehand is also on the rise in male 
basketball points, while Rich and Eric 
VanHuizen have ranked highly in the 
volleyball statistics. Glenn Sikma also 
came to the forefront with his quick 
skating that placed him second among 
Mohawk league speed skating. 

So, it’s been a semester of giving. 
Well, let’s not forget that with Christ- 
mas, there is anew year. Coaches are 
working hard to gear our players up for 
a fine winter semester of sports. Vol- 
leyball, basketball, and hockey will 
remain in action with indoor soccer 
coming soon. Look next time for more 
wins and strong hopefuls for the 
playoffs, particularly both volleyball 
and indoor soccer teams. And let us not 
forget the club volleyball teams. The 
men are at .500, while the women are 
dominating at nine wins and three 
losses. Both are favourites in their 
respective divisions.* 
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Cuba or Bust!! 


by Sid Ypma 
Just a few short weeks ago a few friends 
were hanging out when the topic of spring 
break came up, We went to see our 
favourite travel agent to ask about warm 
places that were easy on our pocket books. 
Her answer to our dilemma was Cuba, “It’s 
warm, beautiful and its cheap,” she 
promised us. This seemed like the perfect 
solution to our problem. We could get an 
all inclusive trip (return air, accommoda- 
tions, meals, plus numerous other options) 
for $599. The idea was carrying nicely 
until people started to tell their parents - 
about this wonderful information. They 
were quick to point out that we were totally 
insane, Cuba, you see, is a communist 
country, one of the last of its kind. This 
quickly scared off most of the participants. 
Should we be scared to go to such a place? 
Fidel Castro has managed to maintain 
power in this country for well over three 
decades. With the fall of communism and 
Fidel Castro's ailing health, Cuba is 
suffering in economic disparity. Its main 
trading partners have disappeared with the 
collapse of communism in 1989 and since 
that time Cuba has been on a steady 


downward trend. We receive reports of 
people leaving the country in inner tubes or 
people eating cats to ease a shortage of 
meats on the island. In my estimation, it is 
only a matter of time before communism 
will fall in Cuba, Maybe it will be upon 
Castro’s death or maybe the people will 
overthrow the government, but its end 
seems inevitable. 

The United States still holds onto the 
economic embargo that it put into place 
some thirty-three years ago. For Cuba to 
rise from its problems it will have to create 
new trading partners, The U.S. will be the 
country that it could best cling to if it 
wishes to make a quick as possible recov- 
ery. Its recovery is not going to be aided 
by everyone ignoring them until this 
collapse of communism happens. 

One of the things that Cuba has going 
for them is its tourism industry. The 
problems that the country is having are 
internal, The tourist spots of Cuba are very 
much an isolated area of the island. The 
people of Cuba are not about to terrorize its 
tourist areas and lose what little income 
they have. In short, I am saying my friends’ 
fears are unfounded and they’re all a bunch 
of chickens. Let’s pack our bags and get 
ready to go (bring your inner tube. . . just 
in case)!* 


The TANGENT 


When I was young I might have been a 
little, how shall I say, brutal to my brother 
and sister--especially my sister. I would 
try to “convince” her to do things I didn’t 
want to do. 

I'd say, “Terr, I want you to do 
something and you have to promise to do 
n.": 

“Well, tell me what it is and I'll see if 
I can do it,” says my sister. 

“No, no, that’s not how it works,” I'd 
try and point out. “You have to promise 
first before I can tell you.” 

“What is it?” 

“You promise to do it???” 

“Well...” 

She promised the first time. She 
didn’t again. I told you that story to make 
a point. 

We have the same tendency in our 
relationship with God. All of us want to 
know what God wants us to do with our 
lives, what our “calling” or “commission” 
is. 

“God,” we ask, “show us what you 
want us to do with our lives. Tell us and 
we’ ll see if we can do it.” 

It is true that we need an earnest 
desire to do God’s Will. In order to figure 
out God’s Will for your life, you need to 
have a craving to want to know God’s 
Will. 

The thing is, in this case you need to 
have an earnest desire to do God’s Will 
before you know what His will for your 
life is. 

You can’t say, “God, show me what 
you want me to do and I'll see if I can do 
it, see if I can fit it into my schedule . . .” 
No, that doesn’t work. That shows lack of 
trust in our Lord. 

As Christians we want to think that we 
trust Him, but what are our actions telling 
us, and Him? God isn’t going to ask you 
to do something you can’t handle or you 
can't do. As a matter of fact, it is my 
opinion that God won’t ask you to do 
something that you don’t like. 

Another story, not from my past this 
time--a preacher I listen to on the radio 
wanted to work in radio since he could 
remember, He went to college and took 
Radio Broadcasting and even had a job 


lined up at the local radio station as a D.J, 
It wasn’t until his fourth year in college 
when he felt called to become a minister. 
He had to make a decision--to finish his 
schooling or start over to become a 
preacher. Well, he let go of his own dream 
and seized God’s dream for his life. Now 
he is heard on over 360 radio stations 
around the world. 

This minister put God’s Will before 
his own. He gave his entire life to the Lord 
and he let our Lord lead him. As a result, 
his own dreams have been more than 
fulfilled by his wildest expectations. 

There are as many different callings to 
work for our Lord as there are people on 
this planet. The Lord has a specific Will 
for each and every single person. We all 
fit into His “Big Picture” and each one of 
us contributes in his or her own special 
way. 

How do we go about determining God’s 
Will for our lives? We need an earmest 
desire to do His Will. We need to have 
that desire before we know what His Will 
is for us. We have to approach His 
inspired word, the Bible, prayerfully and 
regularly. We need to trust God above all 
else. 

“Dave, I want you to do something for 
me.” 

“What is it Lord?” 

“You have to promise to do it.” 

“Lord, tell me what it is and I'll see if 
I can do it.” 

“Dave, do you have faith in me?” 

“What if you want me to go to Africa 
or do something that I can’t do,” 

“Dave, do you trust me?” 

“Lam scared Lord. I am frightened of 
what you could possibly want me to do.” 

“Will I ask you to do anything you 
cannot do?” 

“What if I don’t have the right 
talents?” 

“Dave, do you believe that I have 
given you all the necessary talents and 
tools needed to do what I am asking of 
you?” 

“There are so many other people 
better than I Lord, why me?” 

“Because | have chosen you to do this 
forme. Dave, will you do something for 
me?” 

“Yes Lord, I will do whatever you ask 
of me. Not my will, but your Will be 
done.” 

For ever and ever.¥ 


‘Science’ 
with 
dr. mike 


Marauding 
the Internet 


by Michael Brinkman 

Using Mosaic Software on computers 
connected to the internet, Redeemer 
students Tim Grootenboer and Michael Brinkman connected to NASA computers 
and took a brief computer-generated tour of the solar system. They were research- 
ing (i.¢. “Internet Surfing”) the World Wide Web, the graphical portion of the famed 
“infobahn” information highway; a very fast global computer network connected to 
many of the world’s largest computers, and more importantly, to most of the world's 
largest databases. In addition to looking at NASA projects, one can simulate the 
dissection of frogs, study projects on representing Einstein 4-dimensional space in 
two dimensions, investigate the North Carolina Department of Transport “interac- 
tive highway construction project locator map”. . . the list seems endless, since there 
are well over three million computers connected to the net. Biologists can find 
stereograph libraries of various proteins, and the human genome Project (a project 
trying to map human DNA). Project Gutenberg seeks to disseminate electronic 
texts of Shakespeare, reference books, and anything else that won’t infringe copy- 
right. There are computer art shows, movies, Monty Python sound clips and multi- 
player games with hundreds of participants. There is even “Downtown Anywhere,” 
a ‘virtual’ city, where you can spend real cash over the internet. It offers a commer- 
cial marketplace for electronic books and novels, and also (the inevitable merchan- 
dising) souvenir T-shirts and mouse pads. (They arrive via the mail, so far.) 
Basically, there is something for everyone on the internet. 

To acces this “World Wide Web,” one must be connected to the Internet and 
run “Mosaic” or other software. (I played with it at the U of Waterloo when I was a 
student there this summer.) The first thing visible when logging on is the homepage 
of the facility one is using. On that opening screen will be references to click on to 
get more information and choices. These pages in turn have further ‘links’ which 
references other pages, programs, or pictures. 

The key concept of this scheme is these links. Calling up one screen of 
information on an interesting topic often leads to references for a few more screens, 
which might contain links to other related things. Obtaining these references is as 
easy as clicking with one’s mouse. Try to imagine what doing a paper might be like 
some year: RED LION (Redeemer’s card catalog computer), the periodical CD 
indices, and the actual books and magazines, all accessible from one computer 
Looking at the footnotes or bibliography of an article, one could click on books and 
articles listed there and so on . . . (this concept is known as hypertext). And, not 
only our library, or Mac’s, or Canada’s holdings are accessible via the internet, but 
the world’s! The net is very fast, which means that many large files, articles, 
detailed pictures and diagrams can be retrieved very quickly. 

It wasn’t quite that easy this summer. Finding the initial reference to a particu- 
lar subject was a skill I did not quite master. The topics covered seemed scattered: 
much information on some small areas, nothing on other huge areas. Nevertheless, 
simply poking around the internet this summer provided many hours of wonderment 
and learning (sometimes until 4 a. m.!). 

Using the net could cause some subtle changes in the way people think, relating 
to a growing trend in thinking and ‘knowing’ in general; it’s not remembering the 
information that matters, it’s knowing what information exists and how to quickly 
find it that matters. Try that one on your final: “Professor, I know that the answer to 
that problem is in chapter 6 of that textbook by so-and-so, on my desk at home .. .”. 

The internet provides a vibrant new tool for creative expression and communi- 
cation, too. I was impressed with how many creative personal touches could be 
found. The ‘keepers’ of the computers often maintain pages where other users can 
get to know them. There are little biographies, their likes and dislikes, pictures of 
them in Halloween costumes, stories, comics, poetry and lists of their favourite 
links. And, there is so much non-profit stuff out there, such as compilations of 
music, art shows, discussion groups, computer trivia, travel tips, etc. 

The internet will continue to develop and grow, and become more accessible to 
people (well, first-world people anyway). As it does, it will revolutionize the world, 
just as Gutenberg’s printing press did half a century ago. Gutenberg used his 
invention to print the word of God, How might we use the powerful capabilities of 
the Internet to spread God’s Name?* 


On the Road for Redeemer 


by Diana Mostert 

Claudia DeHaan graduated from Redeemer 
from the Education Program as well as 
with a Social Studies major. She was re- 
cently married to Steve DeHaan, also an 
alumni of Redeemer. 

Claudia is an Admissions Counsellor 
in which she travels to different secondary 
schools in Ontario to tell prospective stu- 
dents about Redeemer College. 

In her travels across Ontario she has 
met a lot of people including some very 
unique ones at that. 

Although she continues to search for a 
teaching position she really enjoys her job 
here and will see 
where the road 
leads. 

Tammy 
Dibbits is also 
an alumni from 
Redeemer. 
Tammy gradu- 
ated with a 
Business Hon- 
ours, focusing in 
marketing. 


Tammy has enjoyed her job here at 
Redeemer as an Admissions Counsellor 
and has used her knowledge in marketing 
in speaking to high school students about 
Redeemer College. She says that after 
being here for 
the years that 
she was, she 
really knows 
and believes 
int he product. 

So far 
Tammy has 
journeyed to 
places where 
the others Ad- 
missions Coun- 
sellors have 
not gotten to. She hopes to help in build- 
ing up some more promotion in the States 
in future years. 

When asked about any downfalls in 
her job she said, “The roads in 
Pennsyvannia! I was lost the whole time 
that I was there," 

Happy travels to both of you in your 
promoting of Redeemer! ¥* 
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BoY’s CluB: No dIriS AlouD 


by Kim Mantel 

Did you know that there is a new club 
on campus? It's called the Boy’s Club 
and it is run through the electronic mail 
system. The only qualifications for 
entry are a Stone Age view of women, 
the ability to come up with as many 
one-syllable words as you can that are 
derogatory to women and rhyme, and 
of course you must be a boy. The 
object of the Boys Club is to write 
poetry that expresses a depreciatory 
attitude towards the opposite sex, for 
which members receive points. 

When I first heard of the Boy’s 
Club, | thought of all kinds of alterna- 
tive names for their little organization, 
but then I realized that no title was 
more apropos then the one they had 
chosen for themselves. They did not 
call themselves the Men’s Club, which 
would suggest that a certain amount of 
intellectual maturity was required; 
rather they appropriately titled them- 
selves the Boy's Club. The stipula- 
tions for memberships and general 
characteristics of the club are indica- 
tive of its true nature. For example, 
the number one rule of the club is that 


A Word to 


Think About 


by Scott Zylstra 

The other night while I was lying in bed, 
something strange struck me. (No, it 
wasn’t an actual physical thing like a 
sock or shoe.) Have you ever stopped to 
ask yourself what the word debauchery 
means? About three seconds after my 
roommate read the word it struck me. 
How many times have I heard this word 
and not known what it really meant? 
Am | a debaucher? Did I debauch in my 
first year? And if so, when was the last 
time I debauched in something? I have 
heard that word in church (and once also 
from someone else who accused me of 
debauching something), but I had no 
idea what the word meant. When 
viewed in light of the other sins that it is 
mentioned with, debauchery must be 
pretty bad because the other sins often 
included things like drunkenness and 
stealing. So instead of looking the word 
up in the dictionary, | decided to watch 
cross country golf racing on TAN. 

After a short while, I caught a 
glimpse of one guy debauching. The 
debauchee wasn’t very clear because of 
the rain on the TV camera but I’m quite 
sure that he debauched. He must have. 

I was sure of it. At the end of the match 
I returned to my school work. I hada 
very difficult time getting anything 
done. To tell my humble readership the 
truth, my conscience has made me quite 
distraught. Had I committed a sin of 
omission in debauching and not knowing 
it? Was I an unconscious debaucher? 

After a few weeks of self torment I 
looked up the word in the dictionary. 
You should too. It is a pretty bad thing. 
That debauchery, it’s terrible. I’m 
feeling much better now that I know 
what it means. I guess my point is that 
perhaps instead of letting words like 
debauchery pass us by, we should try to 
understand what they mean.* 


no Boy’s Club member may show his 
poetry to any female. Punishment for 
this involves being excluded from the 
club and ostracized by its members. 
As well, members began a name- 
calling campaign characteristic of 
young children. Understandably, 
members live in great fear of being 
called a “pousso.”” Why is it that they 
cannot show women their poetry? 
Their answer is simply a “no girls 
allowed” policy reminiscent of early 
primary school. 

Another revealing characteristic of 
the Boy’s Club is their requirement 
that no member use words that are too 
big in their poetry due to the fact that a 
lack of comprehension by the members 
nullifies the effect of the message. The 


Club even has a motto: “Boys rule, 
girls drool.” Notice how each word 
stays within its one-syllable limits 
allowing all of the members to fully 
understand the creed under which they 
operate. 

I realize that in writing this article 
in a publicly accessible format I open 
myself up to being ridiculed in future 
Boy’s Club proceedings (of course, 
most members will have to take this to 
a friend and have her explain it for 
them or at least help them find all those 
big words in a dictionary), but I am not 
too concerned because | realize that 
not unlike a child with a new toy, the 
Boy’s Club will soon lose its novelty, 
and its members will move on to 
something new.¥ 


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 


oA Oe Ren Oe See GOVE? VIANA VN AN 


by Karen Rodenburg and Linda Van Spengen 


What do you think the 
Question of the Week 
should be? 


“Approximately how 
the floor?” 


many tiles are on 
Scott Kooy 


“I don’t know... 
in your world?” 


What colour is the sky 
Heather Kok 


“If you could be any character on 
Beverly Hills 90210, who wold you 
be, and why? 

Janet Suurdt and Kathy Vanberkel 


“What’s your favourite kind of under- 
wear?” 
David Banga 


“Do you think that President Cooper is 
doing a good job? Why?” 
Dr. Wolters 


“If you re-boil tea, does it turn poison- 
ous?” 
Ruth Comanda 


“What is your stand on the current 
events in Antarctica?” 
Mark Tavenor 


“Something profound, like those e-mail 
things . . . if 7-Eleven is open 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, 
why are there locks on the doors?” 

J.D, Alkema 


“Why does everyone at Redeemer like 
ABBA so much?” 
Brad Bosch 


“What are the colours of love?” 
J.D. 
(again .. .he won't leave us alone!) 
“What is something you’ve always 
wondered?” 
Leah Balt 


“Who is your favourite Sesame Street 
character?” 
Beth Avery 


“If you wanted one thing for Christmas, 
what would it be?” 
Andrew Pols 


“Has it come to this? Must you get 
everyone else to do your work for you? 
Are you so uncreative that you can’t 
even think of your own question to ask, 
etc..etc.7” 

Christine Buwalda 


ONE STOP 
AUTO SERVICE 


10% off to Redeemer students 


Repairs to all makes and models 


GLENDALE MOTORS 
Adrian Kloet Owner 


648-4113 
401 Wilson St. E. (Near Mohawk) 


Quotations 


They Said What? 


compiled by Alicia Keesman 


“I don’t come to Redeemer to study, I 
come to sort my cracker boxes.” 
-Toula Chalkaias on Redeemer's 
new “cardboard, cracker, and cereal 
box” recycling policy 


“Doesn’t your grandmother belong ina 
greenhouse?” (she meant nursing home). 
-Margret Musengi 


“The procreation centre?” 
-Alison DeVries 


“The only reason I would try out for the 
main-stage is for a chance to kiss Joel!” 
-Marcia Batterink 


“Confuse them all, then we'll take over 
the world!” 
-Clarissa der Nederlanden 


“| hate babies because they don’t think.” 
-Margret Musengi 


Ds 
“] exude guy repellent.” 
-Alison DeVries 


“You should put your clothes on before 
you get dressed!” 
-Emily Dix 


“According to Paul, if you get off track 
you're going to be shipwrecked.” 
-Al Wolters, Rel. 327 
(Pauline Epistles) 


"The profs here don't get spade, uh, paid, 


for the amount of work we do." 
-Theo Plantinga, Edu. 204 


OLOONIEO 


Computer Specials for 
students, staff and friends or 
associates interested in a personal 
computer for students, home or 
office use. Unbeatable prices. 


Computer descriptions, pricing 
information, and other details are 
posted in the computer room 
(take-home copies available). 
Call Albert Wielinga at: 

(519) 537-2163 for any questions 
or inquiries. 


OLOONIEO 


On-campus Computerized Fax 
Service. Receive Faxes at (905) 
648-8935 for $.50/page. Send 
almost any computer text docu- 
ment as a fax: $.75/page local, 
$1.00/page long distance, Canada 
and U.S. Contact Dan Reilly 
(648-9734) for more details. 


OLOONIEO 


I'm looking for a used computer 
to purchase, i.e. 286 or 386, 
Please call Debra VanNoord at 
318-0698 if you are selling a 
computer. 
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